Washington, D.C.

14th Edition

 Hotels & attractions, ranked and rated
* Insider tips that save you time & money

Renee Sklarew



PART TWO

ACCOMMODATIONS

DECIDING WHERE 70 STAY

BECAUSE THE BEST WAY TO GET AROUND Washington, D.C.,
is on the Metro, and because most major attractions are also Metro-
accessible, we recommend you consider a hotel within reasonable
walking distance of a Metro station. Of course, with ride-hailing ser-
vices such as Uber and Lyft, and multiple bus services, visitors have
more flexibility. But the D.C. area is burdened with horrendous traffic,
O any opportunity to avoid it just makes sense. To help you decide
where to stay, read about Washington’s neighborhoods in the “Where
to Go” section in Part One: Planning Your Visit (page 24).

WASHINGTON, D.C.’S ICONIC HOTELS

ONE WAY TO SOAK UP THE HISTORY OF THE CITY isto stop by
or stay in one of Washington’s historic hotels. The following establish-
ments have notable stories to tell, and all treat their guests like VIPs.

THE WILLARD INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL Located a block from the
White House, The Willard was first a row house for journeymen in
1818.1In 1901 the hotel was torn down to build an elegant Beaux Arts—
style hotel similar to what you see today. US presidents first began stay-
ing there in 1853, beginning with Millard Fillmore. In 1861 Abraham
Lincoln took up residence with his family for 10 days prior to his inau-
guration. The hotel fell on hard times but was renovated to its current
glory in 1986. The Willard’s regal edifice and aristocratic interior are
worth seeing, as is the memorabilia from various guests who’ve stayed
there. See notes written by Julia Ward Howe, who penned the lyrics to
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” while staying at the hotel. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. wrote his legendary “I Have a Dream? speech
there. The Willard’s Round Robin Bar claims to be the spot where
Kentucky senator Henry Clay introduced the bourbon mint julep. The
term lobbyist came from the many influence peddlers lurking in the
hotel’s lobby, hoping for an audience with President Ulysses S. Grant.
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